FAQs
Updated April 2021
What does this mean for whole-school activities?
We recognise the benefit of whole-school activities such as discos and fêtes and will be looking at the best
way of arranging more events in the future. Please let us know if you have any ideas this.
What will happen to the school’s house teams?
We intend to keep the current house teams and extend this provision across the whole primary school.
What does this mean in terms of student mixing?
There are currently no plans for joint break times. There are separate play areas for the infant and junior
pupils and there are no plans to change these after merging. All class sizes will remain in line with
government rules and guidance.
What will happen to the governing body?
There is currently one governing body which oversees both schools. There are no plans to change this after
merging, but we are keen to grow the current governing body to represent the wider community. For anyone
interested, please email the school office, ensuring you clearly mark the email ‘For the attention of the chair
of governors’. If you have any governance queries, you can also contact
governance@ormistonacademies.co.uk.
What will the new school’s name be?
The proposed name is Ormiston Cliff Park Primary Academy. The new name includes primary to clarify
the difference (and avoid any confusion) between the new merged infant and junior schools and the current
secondary academy Cliff Park Ormiston Academy located on Kennedy Avenue, NR31 6TA.
What will happen to the existing schools?
Merging means that one school is legally required to close, the school buildings and site will remain open as
usual. It is usual in these circumstances to base the decision on whichever school has the better Ofsted
judgement. In line with the merger proposal and results of the consultation, the Junior school will close at the
end of August. Both schools are valued members of the Trust so this decision in no way reflects on the hard
work and progress of the staff or the pupils at the junior school, it is just a procedural requirement.
Becoming one primary school will build on and continue the work that has already begun to integrate the
schools in ethos, working practices and shared resources to provide a stronger learning and teaching
environment. There are currently no plans to change the layout of the school site as part of the merger,
except to update signage where appropriate. The junior school site will remain and be used by pupils in that
age range, and day-to-day provision will remain the same.
Will there be any changes to the uniform?
To avoid any unnecessary costs to parents/carers, uniform changes will be kept to a minimum (eg. a
sweatshirt with a new logo) and phased in over time. Pupils will still be able to wear their existing uniform
until there is a natural need to update it. We are currently exploring the possibility of offering all pupils a free
PE shirt.

What will happen to staff?
As part of the normal running of a school, we plan to make a small number of changes to the current staffing
structure, so that by September 2021, we have the right staff in the right roles to support our children and the
new single school format. This is not part of the merger and is being managed as a separate activity.
Will the teachers move into different year groups?
They may do: working as a primary school the teachers will be able to teach in different year groups based
on their strengths, expertise and the needs of the children.
Will parents still need to apply to Year 3? (admissions information)
From 2022, parents/carers would no longer need to apply for a Year 3 place at the junior school. Pupils
would simply progress from Year 2 to Year 3 at the beginning of the academic year. We will create a
seamless transition from Key Stage 1 (infants) to Key Stage 2 (juniors), leading to a reduction of anxiety
regarding availability of places.
Will the curriculum offer change at either school?
No, the curriculum offer will remain the same. All Ormiston Academies Trust (OAT) primary academies follow
the national curriculum.
How will the pupil experience be affected?
There will be no major change in the daily school experience of pupils. The school day across the schools
has already been aligned. Children will benefit from a wider range of resources and facilities eg. the use of
the field, infant learners will be able to use junior IT suites, PE resources would be shared. Enrichment
opportunities would be enhanced through initiatives such as one pupil council to encourage pupil voice.
There will also be a consistent approach to teaching and learning practices from Early Years through to end
of Key Stage 2.

